MEDIEVAL   RECONCILIATION              71

Sankara thus laid the foundation of the attempts at
synthesis which constitute the religious history of India
during the Middle Ages. Ramananda and Kabir, Nanak
and Dadu, Chaitanya and Tukaram, all carried on the same
tradition. The most significant characteristic of these
attempts at synthesis lies in the fact that there is no break
or wrench from the past. The novel elements are skilfully
and almost imperceptibly fused with the old and maintain
the unity and continuity of the Indian spiritual outlook and
endeavour.